
Time sync in SBS 2008 virtualized on Hyper-V 

Part – 2 – configuring correct time source for SBS 2008 server / disabling 

Hyper-V Time Synchronization 
 

As SBS 2008 in this scenario is virtualized on Hyper-V it gets time directly from Integration services – 

that mean directly from Hyper-V host – so on every boot and even during normal work SBS 2008 gets 

time corrections from Hyper-V host. 

Let's demonstrate that: 

 

If you restart time service on virtualized SBS 2008 you can see in event log that it got time from VM 

IC Time Synchronization Provider – from Hyper-V host. 

I want my servers to get reliable time from some external NTP servers – as I mentioned before in my 

previous article – I am using NTP servers from pool.ntp.org (to be more exact severs from 

si.pool.ntp.org that is a »cluster« of NTP servers from Slovenia) – http://www.pool.ntp.org. 

Ok, first of all we need to disable Time Synchronization on our SBS virtual machine. This can be 

achieved by using Hyper-V manager and changing settings of my machine – remember you will need 



to restart the machine for this settings to have effect. I suggest to completely shut down virtualized 

SBS 2008 after disabling integration services component – Time Synchronization. 

 

Just open settings for your virtualized SBS and click on Integration Services 

 

Uncheck Time synchonization and restart your virtual machine. 



IMPORTANT! Even if you disable Integration Services / Time Synchronization – the initial 

synchronization will occure during boot! You can not bypass that – for that reason is important to 

have your Hyper-V host with exact time. So during boot your SBS 2008 will receive time from Hyper-V 

host but once in Windows it will sync using external time source or whatever you will configure. 

This guide will show you how to modify and set external time source – ntp servers from pool.ntp.org. 

 

KEY IS LOCATED AT: HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\ System\ CurrentControlSet\ Services\ W32Time 

 

In this screenshot you can see modified value for NtpServer – I have changed the default 

time.windows.com to si.pool.ntp.org – REMEMBER! You can leave everything like it was by default 

and use time.windows.com as time source. This is only my choice. 

If you change this value remember to put »,0x1« at the end. 

 



I want to change also update interval – I want my SBS 2008 to check for exact time every 3600 s so I 

change this value: 

 

 

When we have changed this values it's time to check if everything is working correctly. Let's restart 

w32time service to see what is now written in Event log 

 

Juhu!!! J We are getting correct time! 



If you want to be 100% sure that you are getting exact time you can test this by downloading 

software called SP TimeSync - http://www.spdialer.com/timesync/ (Download page - 

http://www.spdialer.com/download/sptimesync24_x86.zip) 

 

 

Set the exact time server that your SBS 2008 is synching to and then... 

 

Click on Get time from server and you can check how much does your server drift... I thing anyone 

can survive 0,224 sec difference J 

http://www.spdialer.com/timesync/
http://www.spdialer.com/download/sptimesync24_x86.zip

